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	Canada anemone
Anemone canadensis
	Flower/forb
	1 to 2 ft.
	white
	May- July
	Canada anemone is a common plant of moist to wet sunny places, such as wet meadows, margins of marshes, lakes, and streams, in a variety of soil types. It spreads aggressively by rhizomes, and without competition from other plants it can eventually take over a large area.
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	Swamp milkweed
Asclepias incarnata
	Flower/forb
	3 to 4 ft.
	pink
	June-August
	Swamp milkweed is a widespread plant of wet meadows and other sunny, wet or moist habitats. It can grow on non-acid peat (sedge peat), black organic soil, as well as wet to mesic, mineral soils. A fragrant, showy plant that is excellent for lakeshores.
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	Butterfly weed
Asclepias tuberosa
	Flower/forb
	1.5 to 2 ft.
	orange
	June-August
	Butterfly weed is a plant of eastern prairies and is a popular ornamental. It grows on well-drained upland soils, especially on a deep loam or sandy loam where it can develop a taproot. It produces flat-topped clusters of orange flowers. It is very attractive to butterflies.
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	Smooth aster
Aster laevis
	Flower/forb
	1 to 3 ft.
	Blue-violet
	August-Oct
	Smooth aster occurs on well-drained, sandy or loamy soils, often in open woodlands of oak or pine, as well as in prairies. It is an elegant blue aster and does well in gardens. Like many asters, it likes some ground space to re-seed. It only creeps a little. Try a few sunny locations and see where it thrives.
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	White Prairie clover
Dalea candida
	Flower/forb
	1 to 2.5 ft.
	white
	June-July
	White prairie clover grows in dry to mesic prairies on deep, loam or sandy soil. Like many legumes (members of the Pea Family), microbes that occur in root nodules help it utilize atmospheric nitrogen, giving it a nutritional advantage on sterile soils. It is visited by butterflies and bees.
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	Purple prairie clover
Dalea purpurea
	Flower/forb
	1 to 2 ft.
	Purplish-pink
	June-July
	Purple prairie clover grows in dry to mesic prairies on sandy loam or loam soil. It can do well in slightly droughtier situations than white prairie clover (D. candidum). The bright blue flower heads are a nice contrast in mixtures, and attract butterflies and bees. 
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	Purple coneflower
Echinacea purpurea
	Flower/forb
	36
	purple
	July- Sept
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	Sneezeweed
Helenium autumnale
	Flower/forb
	2 to 5 ft.
	yellow
	August-Oct
	Sneezeweed grows on moist sandy or gravelly soil along streambanks and lakeshores and on sandy or silty soil on floodplains. It also grows in wet prairies and at the edges of marshes and swamps in sunny or partly shady locations. It tolerates flooding. It has a distinctive winged stem and showy, yellow, flower heads.
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	Blue flag iris
Iris versicolor
	Flower/forb
	1.5 to 3.5 ft.
	blue
	August-Oct
	Blue flag iris is a superb native plant of marshes, wet meadows, and lakeshores. It grows on wet sand, wet silty-sand, sedge peat, or muck. It forms dense clumps from thick rhizomes---good for stabilizing soil.
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	Meadow blazingstar
Liatris liguilistylis
	Flower/forb
	1 to 3 ft.
	purple
	August-Sept
	Meadow blazing star tends to grow in moist places such as wet prairies, wet meadow margins, swales and roadside ditches. It prefers light, sandy loam or loam soils. In overall appearance, it is similar to rough blazing star (L. aspera), but does better in moist soils.
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	Dotted blazing star

Liatris punctata
	Flower/forb
	.5 to 1.5 ft.
	Pinkish; lavender
	August
	Dotted blazing star grows in dry sandy or sandy-gravelly soil in prairies from Minnesota westward. It is an excellent species for a prairie planting, and will attract butterflies from miles around.
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	Great Blue Lobelia
Lobelia siphilitica
	Flower/forb
	1 to 3 ft.
	blue
	August-Sept
	Great blue lobelia is a common plant of lakeshores, streambanks, wet meadows, wetland margins, moist woods margins, ditches---places that are moist and sunny. It is a perennial that does not like to be crowded. Blue flower-spike blooms for a long time in summer. Frequently visited by hummingbirds.
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	Black-eyed susan
Rudbeckia hirta
	Flower/forb
	1 to 3 ft.
	yellow
	July-August
	Black-eyed Susan is the most common and widespread of our native coneflower-type plants. It grows in sunny, upland habitats, in dry to somewhat moist situations, and on a variety of soil types. It is short-lived but readily re-seeds. A tough, reliable plant, Black-eyed Susan continues to bloom with cutting. 
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	Blue vervain
Verbena hastata
	Flower/forb
	2 to 5 ft.
	blue
	July-Sept
	Blue vervain grows in wet meadows, wet prairies, mesic prairies, and along streams and lakeshores. It does well on wet sand, black organic soil, or upland loam soil. Spreads mostly by seed. Good in mixtures.
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	Hoary vervain
Verbena stricta
	Flower/forb
	1 to 2 ft.
	purple
	June-Sept
	Hoary vervain grows in mesic prairies, dry prairies, sand barrens, and sandy old fields. It reproduces best on well-drained, sandy soil but it can grow on richer soil as long as seedlings have room to get started.
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	Culver's root
Veronicastrum virginianum
	Flower/forb
	3 to 5 ft.
	white
	July-August
	Culver's root grows in wet meadows, mesic prairies, and along woodland edges. It grows best on moist, sandy loam, or well-drained loam. It can produce several stems per cluster. It spreads by seed. Attractive in mixtures or for show, and is favored by butterflies.
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	Monarda fistulosa Wild bergamot
	Flower/forb
	2 to 3.5 ft.
	Lavender
	July-August
	Wild bergamot is a widespread plant that grows on dry, sandy or gravelly soil on lake or stream beaches, on dry or rocky bluffs or slopes, or in woodlands. It spreads by rhizomes. The plant is aromatic, especially the flower heads. It is visited by butterflies, bees and hummingbirds.
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	Side oats grama
Bouteloua curtipendula
	Grass
	1 to 3 ft.
	na
	na
	Side-oats grama is a common prairie grass of drier regions of North America, especially on dunes, bluffs, gravelly ridges or other places where it isn't crowded out by the taller prairie grasses. The flowers have beautiful flecks of orange coloring.
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	Fox sedge
Carex vulpinoidea
	Grass
	1 to 3 ft.
	na
	na
	Fox sedge grows in a variety of sunny, shallow, wet places, from wet meadows, wet ditches, and steambanks, to little seeps by hillsides or bluffs. It forms clumps and tolerates flooding once established. Grows easily and rapidly from seed.
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	Prairie dropseed
Sporobolus hetgerolepsis
	Grass
	2 to 4 ft.
	na
	na
	Prairie dropseed is a beautiful prairie grass that typically grows in sandy or gravelly prairies, and in other dry to mesic sunny habitats. It forms dense clumps with long, wire-thin leaf blades that radiate out in a circle. The late season flowers have a silvery shimmer.
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	Little bluestem
Schizachyrium scoparium
	Grass
	1 to 3 ft.
	na
	na
	Little bluestem is a dominant grass in North American prairies, especially on drier sites, on sandy or gravelly soil, and on bluffs. If given sun and room to establish, it will develop dense clumps with deep roots. It is beautiful in the fall with fluffy seed heads, and reddish to bluish stems. In winter, the colorful stems contrast beautifully with snowy landscapes.
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	Porcupine sedge
Carex hystericina
	Grass
	2 to 3 ft.
	na
	na
	Porcupine sedge grows on wet sand or silt on lakeshores, streambanks, and also in marshes or swamps on muck. It forms small to medium clumps, and has fruiting spikes that look like small bottle-brushes.
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	Lake sedge
Carex lacustris
	Grass
	2 to 4 ft.
	na
	na
	Lake sedge is a tall, coarse sedge that dominates many native wet meadows and marshes, or is intermixed with other sedges and grasses. It grows on muck, sedge peat, or wet sand or silt. It spreads readily by rhizomes---a good colonizer for a large area.
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	Soft rush
Juncus effusus
	Grass
	1.5 to 4 ft.
	brown
	
	Soft rush grows in wet meadows and shallow marshes on wet sand, silt, or muck. It forms attractive bushy clumps which are good for stabilizing soil. 
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	Arrowhead
Sagittaria latifolia
	Flower/forb
	2 to 3.5 ft.
	white
	July-August
	Arrowheads are excellent for shallow water, especially on marshy lakeshores and margins of slow-moving streams. They do well in sandy, silty or peaty soils. Common arrowhead has broad leaves and showy flowers. This and northern arrowhead (S. cuneata) have edible tubers that are valuable to wildlife, hence the alternative names, duck potato and wapato.

	[image: image40.jpg]



	Softstem bulrush
Scirpus validus
	Grass


	72
	brown
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	Common Bur-reed
Sparganium eurycarpum
	Grass

	2 to 5 ft.
	green
	June-July
	Giant bur-reed occurs in both prairie and forested regions. It grows in shallow water or mud in full sun. It is a big, sturdy plant and spreads by rhizomes. Good for shoreline stabilization.
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	Scirpus pungens
Three-square bulrush
	Grass


	2 to 4 ft.
	na
	na
	Three-square bulrush grows in shallow, standing water near lakeshores, river beaches, and in marshes and ditches. It spreads by rhizomes and can tolerate water level fluctuations. It has fairly slender, triangular stems yet it can help control wave action.
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